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Hearing Voices, the St. Michael’s female a capella group, sings ““Cowboy Take Me Away” by the 
Dixie Chicks at the Centennial Talent Show in Ross Sports Center on Jan. 23. The event drew 15 
acts and approximately 600 student viewers. See page 3 for story. 


Hockey player sent to 


hospital in off-ice brawl 


7 students sent home, one visitor arrested during break 


By Christine Danyow 
News Editor 


At least two St. Michael’s 
College hockey players were 
injured, one off-campus visitor 
was arrested, and at least seven 
student athletes were sent home 
after an alcohol-related fight 
erupted in Ryan Hall during win- 
ter break. 

According to Vermont 
District Court reports, on Jan. 4 
Michael A. Vaz, 19, a visitor 
from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, was 
charged with simple assault for 
injuring St. Michael’s first-year 
men’s ice hockey forward Mike 
Ciardullo. Vaz pleaded innocent. 
First-year Jeff Harris claimed 
that injuries he sustained in the 
fight necessitated a trip to the 
hospital. 

The case was dismissed after 
Vaz agreed to make a $100 char- 
itable donation. 


Court reports indicated that 


Vaz had a prior criminal record. 
According to the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts Criminal 
History Systems Board, Vaz was 
charged with operating under the 
influence of liquor and refusing 
to show identification in Massa- 
chusetts on Dec. 8. 

Colchester Patrol Officer 
Derek Rolandini reported that 
Vaz said he was visiting friends 
at St. Michael’s, including first- 
year men’s basketball guard Ryan 
Maloney. Maloney refused com- 
ment, but his parents, Brenda and 


Richard Maloney of Springfield, 

Mass., wrote a check for $100 to 

Chittenden County Drug Court. 
Vaz also told Rolandini that 


‘he was in Vermont to look into 


transferring to play basketball for 
St. Michael’s. Men’s basketball 
head coach Tom O’Shea and 
Sports Information Director Seth 
Cole said the college did not 
invite Vaz. 

“He was just a friend of a St. 
Michael’s student,” Cole said. 

Neither Cole nor Athletic 
Director Geri Knortz would com- 
ment on the incident. Knortz did 
confirm that a number of students 
were asked to leave campus and 
were suspended from activities 
for the remainder of the vacation. 

While it cannot be confirmed 
that Maloney was suspended, he 
did not appear in three games 
immediately following the inci- 
dent, according to St. Michael’s 
men’s basketball box scores post- 
ed on the college’s Web site. 
Knortz said three games is the 
standard for basketball suspen- 
sions. Maloney’s team lost all 
three games he missed. 

Colchester police reports 
alleged the following: Vaz, who 
was found to have a blood alco- 
hol content of 0.123 percent the 
morning he was questioned — 
more than six times the Vermont 
underage legal limit of 0.02 per- 
cent — admitted to police that he 
had been in a fight at St. 
Michael’s College. 

Vaz said he was at an on- 
campus apartment when three of 


his St. Michael’s friends told him 
they were in a fight with~ six 
members of the St. Michael’s 
men’s ice hockey team. Vaz — 6 
feet 2 inches, 200 pounds — said 
he went to Ryan Hall, punched 
one of the hockey players in the 
face, and was hit in the head by 
another hockey player. 

In a written statement to 
police, Ciardullo said he was in 
his Ryan Hall dorm room when 
Vaz entered and began “viciously 
swinging at everyone in the 
room.” Ciardullo said Vaz hit him 


.on the left side of his face, leav- 


ing “a lump the size of a golf 
ball.” Vaz then calmed down and 
they shook hands, but soon ther- 
after, Vaz lost his temper and 
began hitting Ciardullo again. 
Ciardullo declined to comment 
for this article. 

First-year men’s ice hockey 
forward Jeff Harris also told 
police in a written statement that 
Vaz entered the room in Ryan 
Hall “hitting everyone in sight.” 
Harris said he intervened, tried to 
calm Vaz down, and was punched 
twice in the face. Harris said he 
went to the hospital for his 
injuries, 

First-year hockey forward 
Mike Gleason, first-year goal- 
tender Erik Smith, and sopho- 
more defenseman Nick Dancey 
also told police that Vaz punched 
them. 

Smith told The Defender that 
he was in the room for only five 


See BRAWL, Page 2 


Rape claim 
proven false 


By Josh Kessler 
Managing Editor 


A first-year student was 
arrested Jan. 23 for making a 
false report to police after she 
confessed to fabricating a sexual 
assault report two days earlier. 
Nicole McAllister, 19, whose 
claim of assault received atten- 
tion from the Chittenden Unit of 
Special Investigations and the 
Colchester Police Department, 
will be arraigned Feb. 23. 

McAllister has been charged 
by the state with making a false 
police report and a false sworn 
statement. Dean of Students 
Mike Samara said he spoke with 
her parents about her being 
removed from school and told 
them that her staying would 
upset students and staff. 

“We spoke about how many 
people would be upset that this 
was a false report,” Samara said. 
McAllister, who has returned 
home to Springfield, Vt., to live 
with her mother, claims she was 
never directly told not to return 
to campus. She said no one from 
St. Michael’s has contacted her. 

McAllister, a former resi- 
dent of the southern wing on the 
fourth floor of Joyce Hall, told 
police that at 2:01 a.m. on Jan. 
21, she was sexually assaulted in 
the women’s bathroom on her 
floor. Detective Mike Henry, the 
case’s lead investigator for 
CUSI, said McAllister told them 
she was raped. 

“This is a case of physical 
evidence of a crime scene,” 
Henry said. The investigation, 
which ‘took into account 
McAllister’s sexual assault 
examination at Fletcher Allen 
Health Care in Burlington, 
proved her claims to be false. 

“The student ... reported to 
police detectives that the 
assailant attacked her from 
behind, rubbed soap in her eyes, 
duct taped her mouth, and 
dragged her into a shower stall,” 
according to a Jan. 23 CUSI 
news release. “The . student 
reported the assailant sexually 
assaulted her in the shower, and 
then quickly left the scene.” 
Henry said McAllister gave a 
vague description of the 
assailant, saying only that she 
had been accosted by a “large 
male.” 

On Jan. 23, McAllister con- 
fessed to making up the story and 
staging the crime scene, the news 
release said. McAllister said she 
was suffering a panic attack at 
the time and that her reasons for 
making the allegations stemmed 


See RAPE, Page 2 
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BRAWL: Off-campus visitor scuffles with SMC athletes 


to 10 minutes hanging out with a 
few hockey players when “a kid 
came into the room and started 
throwing punches.” Smith said 
that although he wasn’t drinking, 
there “could have been a party” 
in the room. 

Smith said he and six other 
hockey players were suspended 
for the rest of vacation, includ- 
ing: Andy DiMasi, son of men’s 
ice hockey head coach Lou 
DiMasi, Gleason, Ciardullo, 


Dancey, Harris and first-year 
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Wednesday, Jan. 14 
11:58 p.m. Medical assistance at Joyce Hall 


Thursday, Jan. 15 
12:08 a.m. Vandalism at Ryan Hall 
1:13 a.m. Alcohol violation at Linnehan Hall 
1:35 a.m. Disorderly conduct at Cheray Hall 
2 p.m. Larceny/theft at Durick Library 
9:15 p.m. Odor violation at Joyce Hall 
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St. Michael’s College Security Log — 
Excerpts from the Jan. 12-22 security reports. Courtesy of the St. Michael’s College Office of Security. 


Monday, Jan. 12 
4:23 a.m. Alcohol violation at Ryan Hall 
6:48 p.m. Odor violation at Hamel Hall 


Friday, Jan. 16 


12:07 a.m. Drunkenness at Alumni Hall 
10:09 p.m. Odor violation at Joyce Hall 


10:31 p.m. Odor violation at Founders Hall 


Tuesday, Jan. 13 r 
2:35 a.m. Suspicious persons at Purtill Hall 
2:50 a.m. Alcohol violation at Hamel Hall 


Saturday, Jan. 17 


12:44 a.m. Suspicious persons on Campus Road 


12:57 a.m. Disorderly conduct at Ryan Hall 


3 a.m. Suspicious persons at Cashman Hall 
6:27 a.m. Fire at Linnehan Hall — 


10:01 a.m. Alarm at Alliot Hall 


3:52 p.m. Vandalism at 300s Townhouses 
11:08 p.m. Odor violation at Joyce Hall 
11:28 p.m. Odor violation at Ryan Hall 


Sunday, Jan. 18 


1:55 a.m. Drunkenness at Ryan Hall 


2:45 a.m. Drunkenness at Ryan Hall 


Mike Ciardullo 


Ryan Maloney 


Spencer Williams. First-year 
defenseman Eddie Sargent and 
junior goaltender Andy Joy, who 
were not involved in the incident, 
confirmed these seven players 
were suspended. 

Two games is the standard 
for hockey suspensions, Knortz 
said. The team lost its next two 
games after the incident. 

Smith did not think the pun- 
ishment was unfair. “We broke 
our alcohol policy, so they had to 
enforce it,” he said. 

Athletes who are required to 
be on campus during preseason 
or vacations must sign a housing 
contract in which they agree to 


Sa 





Jeff Harris Nick Dancey 


have no parties, no alcoholic bev- 
erages in the dorms or townhous- 
es, and no overnight guests. 
“There were some viola- 
tions, and action was taken,” said. 
Lou DiMasi, who is also director 
of resident life. “From a residen- 
tial standpoint, we are not going 
to tolerate people who make deci- 
sions contrary to the contract. As 
head hockey coach, I have no tol- 
erance for alcohol — or drugs, for 


that matter. We work too hard to. 


preserve the greater good of the 
team.” 

DiMasi would not comment 
further on the incident. 

Deputy State’s Attorney. Jon 


Monday, Jan. 19 
:42 a.m. Motor vehicle accident on North Campus 
3:20 p.m. Odor violation at Joyce Hall 


me Tuesday, Jan. 20 
10:23 a.m. Medical assistance at Alliot Hall 
6:27 p.m. Medical assistance at Joyce Hall 


_ Wednesday, Jan. 21 
12:34 a.m. Vehicle stop on Campus Road 
2:01 a.m. Assault at Joyce Hall 
3:36 a.m. Fire alarm at Joyce Hall 
3:15 p.m. Larceny/theft at 200s Townhouses ~ 
10:52 p.m. Larceny/theft at St. Edmund’s Hall 
11:51 p.m. Medical assistance at Hodson Hall 


Thursday, Jan. 2 
- 8:08 p.m. Larceny/theft at Ross Sports Center 
- 8:15 p.m. Larceny/theft at Cheray Hall 


= 


Mike Gleason Andy DiMasi 


Damm, the prosecutor in Vaz’s 
case, said that although he was 
unaware of the pending charges 
against Vaz, he thought a dona- 
tion — which acted as a fine — was 
reasonable in this case. Damm 
said none of the injuries resulting 
from the incident seemed major, 
and it appeared the students had 
resolved their differences after 
the fight. 

“We looked at it from a com- 


munity protection standpoint, and’ 


this individual was leaving the 
state, which séemed to reduce’ the 
risk of further incidents,” Damm 
said. 

While it cannot be confirmed 
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S. Williams 





Erik Smith 


whether any women’s basketball - 
players were involved in the inci- 
dent, Head Coach Jennifer 
Niebling said some of her players 
also violated the housing contract 
and were suspended. Niebling 
would not confirm any names, 
but at least two players did not 
appear in the three games imme- 
diately following Jan. 4: senior 
forward Erica Kensey and senior 
guard Christine Johnson. Neither _ 
player would comnient~for this. 
article. . 

Kensey leads the team in 
scoring and the league in steals. 
The Purple Knights lost all three 
games during her absence. 


RAPE: Student admits fabricating sexual assault charge 


Continued from Page 1 


from a previous encounter in the 
fourth-floor bathroom in Joyce, 
something about which she told 
The Defender but never reported 
to police. 

McAllister said that a week 
before placing the false report, 
she was accosted in the bathroom 
by a male who threatened to hurt 
her if she told anyone she had 
seen him. 

“['m not aware of such an 
incident she spoke of,” Security 
Director Peter Soons said. He 
said McAllister never placed a 
report with campus security. 

“At that point, I was having a 
lot of problems in my life,” 
McAllister said. “I guess I just 
sort of lost it.” 

McAllister’s resident assis- 
tant and many of her floormates 
would not comment, but first- 
year student Suzanne Turnbull, 
19, a resident of the fourth floor 
in Joyce, talked about the events 
that followed the alleged inci- 
dent. ‘ 

“Initially we had a meeting 
(Wednesday night) with our R.A. 
and the R.D. of Joyce (David 
Kells),” Turnbull said. She said 
two security officers were pres- 
ent, as well. “They couldn’t tell 
us much.” Turnbull said students 


were given safety tips, such as. 
employing the buddy system. 
They were also told security 
would be increased. 

Turnbull had mixed emo- 


tions once she found out 
McAllister had retracted her alle- 
gations. 


“Initially, I was completely 
surprised and angry,” Turnbull 
said. “It caused a lot of grief on 
our floor.” However, she said the 


- ordeal brought the residents of 


the floor closer together, and that 
they were relieved to find out 
nothing had occurred. 

Turnbull described Mc-. 
Allister as an acquaintance to 
most residents of the floor, but 
not someone people knew very 
well. “I’m not sure why someone 
would make something up about 
... (sexual assault).” 


First-year student Katie 
Schnurr lives a floor below 
McAllister in Joyce. 


“It was a cry for attention, I 
think, a cry for help,’ Schnurr 
said. 

Other students were also 
angry about McAllister raising 
the level of fear. When her father, 
grandfather, and uncle removed 
her belongings from Joyce on 
Jan. 24, some people made 
threatening comments, Mc- 


( Alliston S810. succor 


Some female students in 
Joyce said they feared for their 
safety upon hearing the initial 
report of sexual assault. — 

“We were all afraid to even 
go to the bathroom,” said first- 
year Candice Quilty, who lives 
on the southern wing of the third 
floor in Joyce, about halfway 
down the hall from the nearest 
bathroom. “You don’t think twice 
to go to the bathroom. And now 

. in the middle of night Pll 
wake up my roommate and (say), 
‘T’m going to the bathroom. If 
I’m not back in 30 seconds, 
please come try to get some- 
one.” 

Schnurr said laundry has 
become a. frightening task 
because the washers and dryers 
are in the Joyce basement. She 
said she has become more aware 
of when her roommate leaves to 
do laundry to make sure she 
returns in a timely fashion. 

Quilty said she’s become 
more cautious when traveling 
across campus, and that she tries 
to make sure she has a travel 
companion. “And I won’t call 
girls, of course,” Quilty said. “I'll 
calla guy.” She and Schnurr said 
their male friends have made a 
greater effort to.accompany their 
female friends across campus 
after dark. 


Although Soons said he was 
unhappy with the false report, he 
said he thought this was a good 
opportunity for students to real- 
ize they need to take proper pre- 
cautions. 

“Just because ... (the sexual 
assault) didn’t happen doesn’t 
mean it can’t,” Soons said. 

Samara also said he was 
unhappy, but more so because of 
the effort he and his staffers spent 
investigating a false claim. 

“The vast majority of reports 
that have come my way in 27 
years at St. Michael’s College 
have been authentic,’ Samara 
said. He said he was also 
unaware of the threats McAllister 
allegedly received a week before 
she filed the false report. 

McAllister said she hopes to 
take summer classes to make up 
for lost time and to return to 
school in New Hampshire next 
fall. She said she has begun see- 
ing a therapist and a psychiatrist. 

“I would like to apologize 
and also say this event was a 
snowball of other events in my 
life,” she said. 

McAllister was released on a 
citation, according to the CUSI 
news release. She will be 
arraigned at 8:30 a.m. Feb. 23 at 
the Vermont District Court in 
Burlington. 


-* ~ 
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Campus Speaks 
__ If you could uninvent one 
thing in the world, so that it no 
longer exsisted, what would 
you choose and why? 









be 
“The common cold. 


Jordan Smith, 06 


“Cell phones because they're 
annoying when they ring in 
inappropriate places.” ae 














Steve Garbarino, 
_ assistant director of M.O.V.E. 


“Taxes, I'm broke because of 
them. You should pay, for 
. exactly what you buy.” 


Kelly Johnson, ’06 


: Sune. there: are other ways 
to solve problems. 


Andy Beaulieu, 05 


es from ont It's too 
freezing.” 


Ryoji Fujikashi, 
student of international studies 















“The RCIAA (Recording 
Industry Association of 
America). It’s not right to 
take all this money from 
independent artists and 
spend it on their own 
endeavors.” 
Brian Kelly, ‘07 










“Winter. | hate the cold.” 


Lakora Salih, ’05 











“Christina Aguilera. | can’t 
stand this song (“The Voice 

Within”). She’s putting back 
the women’s movement like 
20 years.” 


Kristina Swisher, ‘07 








Talent show draws full house 


By Kashina M. Sylvester 
Features Editor 


On Friday, Jan. 23, St. 
Michael’s College began cele- 
brating its convocation with a tal- 
ent show in the Ross Sports 
Center. Fifteen different groups 
of students had the courage to 
share their talent with the board 
of trustees, faculty, staff, and fel- 
low students. Each of the three 
hosts, senior Zachary Cook, sen- 
ior Michael O’Brien, and chair- 
man of the board of trustees 
James Wall, class of °74, com- 
mented on the surprisingly large 
turn out for a Friday night. 

Many spectators showed up 
early to snag seats high up in the 
bleachers in order to get a 
panoramic view of the stage 
while others chose to sit front and 
center. Three blue screens shaded 
anxious performers from their 
awaiting audience. Laughter and 
last minute questions covered 
nerves and excitement at last, 
sophomore Tyronne Walker, vice 
president of the Student 
Association, gathered the groups 
around to give them their order 
on stage and a pep talk encourag- 
ing them to do their greatest 
because there could only be one 
Centennial Talent Show. 

There were different levels 
of expertise and nervousness. 

Sophomore Hannah 


Edwards said,-“I’ve been playing 


this song (‘Somewhere over the 





Photo by Amy Weinstock 


The SMC dance team was one of 15 acts that performed. 


Rainbow’) for a couple of years, 
but playing the guitar is some- 
thing new.” 

After weeks of practice, jun- 
ior Marita Beale of Hearing 
Voices, a women’s a capella 
group, was still nervous. 

“I have serious stage fright, 
but I have confidence in the rest 
of the girls.” Beale said 

Jun Meguro, a student of 
international studies, shared his 
skill with a traditional Japanese 
toy called a kendama. Junior 
Malika Barker shared a poem she 
wrote called “When Racism 
Knocks” to commemorate the 
life and legacy of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

“I can’t sing, and if I did it 
would probably clear the gym,” 
Barker said. “But poetry is some- 


thing different.” 

Barker also mentioned that 
she didn’t need to be nervous 
because her main attention is not 
to win, but to enlighten. 

In the end the winners were 
chosen by the trustees. Melissa 
Koehler sang “The Wind Beneath 
My Wings.” She came in third 
and won $50. Second place and 
$75 was awarded to Dave Volpe, 
composer of the song “Saturday 
Afternoon,” and his fellow musi- 
cians Amie Kortis, and Ben 
Kulp. In first place, winning 
$200, was Micah Sanguedolce 
and Patrick Melvin performing 
“Soulshine” by the Allman 
Brothers. Each winner also went 
home with commemorative cen- 
tennial wall calendars. 


Broken down, cold weather blues 


An unusually cold winter has caused a record number of commuters 
to have car.trouble throughout Vermont, Maine and New Hampshire 


By Eliza Delaney 
Health & Fitness Editor 


Been late for a class or an 
appointment because your car 
would not start? You are not 
alone. On Thursday, Jan. 15, the 
American Automobile Assoc- 
iation serviced a record number 
6,200 cars that had broken down 
throughout New Hampshire, 
Maine and Vermont due to tem- 
peratures that dropped to well 
below zero. 

The frigid Vermont weather 
has had a serious effect on cars, 
especially those that sit idle out- 
side through long winter days. 

“Extreme cold weather takes 
a toll on cars if the car has a weak 
battery, is in need of an oil 
change, has loose spark plugs, or 
has not been serviced in a long 
time,” said Charles Handy, owner 
of Handy’s Texaco on South 
Winooski Avenue in Burlingon. 

“Definitely make sure the 
car’s battery is up to date. If it is 
3 to 5 years old you should look 
into replacing it.” 

Melissa Rawson, manager of 
Jiffy Lube Essex on Pearl Street, 
said a regular oil change is espe- 
cially important in the winter. 

“If oil is sitting in your 
motor, starting up your car on 
cold mornings will put a lot more 
strain on the car.” 

Junior Julie McGloin, said 





Photo by Amy Weinstock 
Brian Moegelin of Handy’s 
Texaco services a car this winter. 


she does not worry about her car 
too much in the cold weather, but 
she does make a point of keeping 
it in good condition. 

“T put dry gas in my car, and 
make sure I start it before class so 
it has time to warm up,” she said. 

Handy suggests warming up 
your car for at least five minutes 
before driving it, because the 
components in the engine need 
time to get warm. 

“In this weather the oil is so 
cold and thick it won’t lubricate 


the engine unless it is warmed 


up.” 

Besides warming the car up 
in the mornings, Rawson said 
that dry gas could help cars from 
breaking down. 

“If your car has problems 
starting in the morning, put dry 
gas in your car. It helps remove 
water from your vehicle’s gas 
tank and keeps your car from 
sputtering,” he said. 

Dry gas can be purchased at 
any service station. 

“My car was really slow to 
start on the cold days we’ ve been 
having,” junior Marita Beale 
said. “I make sure I run it every- 
day and keep the gas tank more 
than half full to try and keep it 


’ from having any problems.” 


The cold weather has been 
rough on many cars throughout 
Vermont, but has kept auto repair 
shops and road service compa- 
nies busy. The 2003-2004 year 
has been one of the busiest tow- 
ing seasons since Handy opened 
for business in 1969. 

“We have seven tow trucks 
on the road, and they are some- 
times out for 18 or 19 hours at a 
time,” Handy said. 

Handy said the cold weather 
doesn’t seem to want to let up, so 
sometimes the only way to get 
your car started in the morning is 
having a lot of luck. 
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50 different flavors to warm you 


Dobra Tea offers customers teas from 10 countries around the world 


By Amy Weinstock 
Photo Editor 


Warm yellow-colored walls, 
candlelight, authentic Prague fur- 
niture, and the smell of incense 
embrace you as you enter Dobra 
Tea. The new tearoom recently 
opened on Burlington’s Church 
Street shortly after the 
Thanksgiving holiday in 2003. 

With a timely winter open- 
ing, many Burlington residents 
have a good reason to stop in and 
enjoy this new tearoom. Located 
at 80 Church St., with an 
entrance on Bank Street, Dobra 
Tea is open daily Monday 
through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m., and Saturday and 
Sunday from noon to 10 p.m. 

John Wetzel, a full-time 
employee of Dobra Tea, said 
Dobra Tea has already begun to 
attract regular customers. 

“It’s nice to have your work 
be a place of learning,” Wetzel 
said, referring to the different 
cultural traditions of tea prepara- 
tion and drinking that he has 
learned since he began working 
there. 

“All employees went 
through about 40 hours of train- 
ing to learn the proper techniques 
and some cultural rituals involv- 
ing the fresh teas we serve.” 

“We serve 50 different teas 
and the customers expect our 
employees to be knowledgeable 
about them,” said Alain 
Larocque, one of the three own- 
ers of Dobra Tea. 

“This is what separates us 
from the others,” Larocque said. 





Photo by Amy Weinstock 


Evan Lang, employee of Dobra Tea, must undergo 40 hours of tea 
training to learn the proper techniques and cultural rituals of tea. 


He became interested in tea- 
rooms while living in Asia for a 
year and eventually found two 
other people from Prague, Czech 
Republic who own 19 tearooms 
there. They were interested in 
assisting Larocque in a tearoom 
business venture in North 
America. 

“We looked at 10 potential 
cities in the Northeastern United 
States,” Larocque said. He said 
that they decided to open the first 
Dobra Tea in Burlington, and 
hope to eventually expand to 
other cities in the Northeast. 

“Tt doesn’t really seem like 
work,” said Evan Lang, employ- 
ee of Dobra Tea and University 


of Vermont senior. 

“It’s a new hobby,” Lang 
said. Wetzel and Lang said that 
the tea is imported from Prague, 
India, Sri Lanka, regions within 
Japan and China, Vietnam, South 
Africa, Brazil, Nepal and Taiwan. 

“Our tea either comes direct 
from tea gardens or from region- 
al providers, which helps support 
local merchants,” Wetzel said. 

“Because our tea is fresh we 
keep only a few weeks of stock,” 
Larocque said. 

For approximately $3 to $5 
one can sit, talk with a friend, 
study or read over tea and get a 
cultural experience in our small 
corner of the world. 


THE WASHINGTON POST MAGAZINE PUZZLE 


‘Man!’ 


ACROSS 88 Tekein 
83 it can be tipped 
1 Pub offerings St Mideast gp. 
7? The Venerable $3 Rev 
11 Fast food choice a Tcaledeart 
15 Lottery tetters 86 Like some 
18 Josey Wales, typewrhiers 
eg 88 Can't take 
19 Father of Paris 40% Gowild 
20 Son of Seth 102 Clatho, e.g 
21 Letter fromCoru 393 +g pont 
22 Fhcontiry 104 Journeyman? 
* yrratoscad 107 Marksman? 
26 Sondsman? se ae 
28 Salon sound “3 
29 WATS part pe Singer, the actor 
3% Gals - 
31 Grinder’s need 144 oe ate 
32 Spots for tacks 118 Turn colors? 
33 Bike adjunct 446 Psych final? 
147 Height prefix 


35 “Mystery station 448 Certain caretaker 


37 First name in DOWN 
cosmetics 

38 Legal | 1, “Sc! aay...” 
conclusion? 2 Most furrowed 

39 Kiwi's extingd kin 3 Barman? 

40 Kind of tense? 4 Nabe shows 

43 en § Pact preceders 

46 Prior to : ten . 

47 Do doer 8 Down source 

69 Turkish tite: var. 9 Jersey's place 

shh sexier 40 Comic Philips 

52 “La Dolce Vita” 14 Serviceman? 

edhe = 12 MoArdie role 

$3 Corn's place 13 Tight spaces 

54 Green fruits 14 Columbus sch. 

58 Risk a fine 15 Hide 

60 Coze 6 een + 

6% itcan be evil BENS, 

62 inventor Rubik 17 Playtex’s owner 

63 Peer group? 19 nnd 

64 Gorge crosser 24 Dog star? 

66 Painter Piero di 25 Picks up 

68 & sound 27 Sales incentive 

69 Great time +4 | ml 

a 35. They got shot 

71 G 36 Run through 

72 Dove characte: 37 Horo’s account 

78 “Fan dancer 39 Stent type? 

iy 40 racers 

76 Pug's threat 41 Coincide 

77 Like a football 42 Anchorman? 

78 Leather tail? 44 Gad about 

79 Opens, in @ way 45 itcan be stroked 

8&2 48 Sirict, in a sense 
(Candies) 51 Poet's pause 

85 Road sign word $5 ? 

86 Famous Fed SB “Lay ik 

87 Grind __ halt 


by Robert H. Wolfe 
December 7, 2003 
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Answers on Pg. 7 


HOROSCOPES 


ARIES: (March 21-April 19) 

You are easily angered, but finding luck in 
love this month may help to lengthen a nor- 
mally short fuse. 


TAURUS: (April 20-May 20) 

Some may call you stubborn and hard 
headed, but you know exactly what you 
want and this would be the month to take it. 


GEMINI: (May 21-June 20) 

You are a complex person with many sides. 
This week try sharing those sides that are 
less often seen like a hidden talent or a sen- 
sitive nature. 


CANCER: (June 21-July 22) 

Stuck in a rut? This week is the ideal time 
for you to try something different. Start a 
new hobby, try a new look or take a trip. 


LEO: (July 23-Aug. 22) 

This week will be full of options and even 
more indecision. Rely on the good sense of - 
family and friends to guide you. 


VIRGO: (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 

You are usually caught up in the latest fash- 
ion, but new doesn’t always make it right 
for you. This week stick to a style you 
know and trust. 


LIBRA: (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 

Homesickness may have you down, but if 
you can convince a few friends to take a 
road trip, you can have the best of both 
worlds. 


SCORPIO: (Oct. 23-Novy. 21) 

Don’t solely depend on the opinions of oth- 
ers. Deep down inside you know what you 
want. It’s just a matter of finding the 
courage to get it. 


SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 

This week you will find yourself the center 
of attention and more powerful than you 
can ever remember. The trick to retaining 
some of that power is not letting it go to 
your head. 


CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Managing money is something you never 
quite got the hang of and nothing has 
changed this week. Leave your money in 
the bank and don’t do any gambling. 


AQUARIUS: (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 

This week will seem stressful, but with the 
support of your friends, you are capable of 
taking on the world. 


PISCES: (Feb. 19-March 20) 

A lesson in balance is in your future. It may 
be as simple as finding time for work dur- 
ing all the fun you’ ve been having. 
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Thursday, February 5, 2004 
Alliot Hall | 
11:00 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m. 





Expose your photos to the world! 


5th Annual Global Eyes Study Abroad 


PHOTOGRAPHY 
COMPETITION 


for current study abroad returnees from semester, summer or study tours 


@ Prizes for winners of 9 categories 
@ Top 3 of each category exhibited 
gs Chance to be in the 2"* Annual Global Eyes Calendar 
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OPINION 





Editorial | 
It’s a matter of ethics 


The welcome-back issue of a new semester is usually dom- 
inated by feature stories and light commentary as the editors get 
their bearings. This semester, excitement was replaced with 
frustration before stories were even on the pages. 

Two tough stories confronted our editors. One involved 
brawling athletes, and the other a frightening claim of sexual 
assault in a dormitory. In the first incident, seven men’s hock- 
ey players and a visitor from the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst faced off in a dorm-room melee, where the visitor got 
the best of our hockey team. In the second event, a student told 
police that she’ was raped in a fourth-floor bathroom in Joyce 
Hall. 

First-time editors felt overwhelmed by the gravity of. the 
stories and the difficulty in prying the information out of cam- 
pus officials. Their troubles were only compounded when it 
came to light that the woman’s allegations were false. 

What were we to do? What would you do? 

We decided to pursue the stories aggressively, and our edi- 
tors went elsewhere and found the stories through official court 
and police records. Through dogged reporting, phone calls and 
Internet searches, we were able to put names to the people 
involved in both stories. With the hockey story, rumors were 
flying like pucks at Cairns Arena. With the sexual assault story, 
students were fearful, and no campus authority would provide 
us with more information. 

In media law class, we are taught to seek and print the truth, 
bearing in mind the implications on the lives of those we write 
about. Editors disagreed among themselves about the merits of 
printing the names of both the hockey players and the woman 
who made the false claim. A resolution came after we tracked 
down the people involved and spoke to them ourselves. 

By printing the students’ names, we’re putting the rumors 
to rest and giving you as full a picture as we can of events we 
feel are important to our readers. 

Mike Samara, dean of students, said The Defender is a 
community newspaper and not the Boston Globe. We agree. 
However, as a community newspaper we are expected to report 
on.community news. In our community, hockey players are 
well known and visible, and the prospect of a sexual predator is 
news in any community. 

My staff and I believe we made the right decisions in both 
cases. We are aware that not everyone agrees. We welcome our 
readers’ thoughts on the issue. Our contact information is below 
and we look forward to hearing from you. 


(8 Wendie 


Cate Westberg 
Executive Editor 


Photo of the week 








Photo by Cate Westberg 


On Jan. 24, a convocation held in the chapel kicked off the beginning of the college’s centennial events. At 
the ceremony, President vanderHeyden explained that after 100 years, the college can claim it is still rooted in 
Vermont. VanderHeyden also said, ““We should not dwell on what we are, but focus on what we ought to be.”’ 


How to run a losing campaign 


By Alex Berezow 
Daily Egyptian 


CARBONDALE, Ill. — For those 
aspiring to be politicians of our 
next generation, do not hone your 
skills by watching the current 
Democratic presidential candi- 
dates. This campaign season, you 
will see a lot of funny, irritating, 
and ridiculous things coming 
from candidates, but you will not 
see many successful campaign 
strategies 

The Rev. Al Sharpton plans 
on losing the primaries by hating 
white people. When Jesse 
Jackson Jr. endorsed Howard 
Dean, “Newsweek” reported that 
the Good Reverend said any 
black leader who endorses a 
white candidate is an “Uncle 
Tom.” I wonder if Sharpton’s 
church would approve of that 
comment. 

Dennis Kucinich, the choice 
candidate of pot-smoking, 
whacko peaceniks, wants to cre- 
ate the Dept. of Peace and pull 
out of Iraq right now. What he 
does not realize is Orwell’s 
“1984” was actually a work of 


fiction, and Islamic fundamental- 
ists would take over control of 
Iraq if we left immediately. 
Kucinich has demonstrated that 
he does not understand foreign 
affairs or how to win a nomina- 
tion. 

Joe Lieberman makes too 
much sense to win votes from 
Democrats. He actually support- 
ed the war in Iraq, likes Israel, 
and is tough on national security. 
He is also very religious, which is 
unacceptable to the majority of 
Democrats. Lieberman may actu- 
ally be a closet Republican. 

John Edwards takes no 
strong stances on any issue. We 
all know he dislikes Bush, but is 
that all? It also does not help that 
he looks 30 years old; that is not 
very “presidential.” 

John Kerry has big problems 
with money. Before Iowa, his 
only financial hope was to ask for 
money from his wife. After Iowa, 
people may be willing to fork 
over a few bucks for the 
Massachusetts senator. 

Wesley Clark will lose by 
being indecisive. He was for the 
war, then he was against it. Then 


he would have voted for it while 
being against it. Then he would 
have thought about voting for it 
while being against himself. 
During debates, he sits and 
smiles childishly while the other 
Democrats actually discuss 
issues. As Dick Morris (a former 


Clinton adviser) said, “He is all 


show and no substance.” : 

So, why is Howard Dean not 
mentioned? Because he is doing 
(almost) everything right. Dean 
has achieved immense grassroots 
support through the Internet. He © 
also has enormous financial sup- 
port by getting small contribu- 
tions. : 

He rejected federal matching 
dollars so he can raise as much 
cash as he wants. And, perhaps 
most importantly, the media has 
made him the man to beat. Every 
time you turn on the TY, it is 
“Dean, Dean, Dean!” : 

Can Howard Dean pull off a 
victory for the Democrats? The 
last time an anti-war, New 
England liberal won the presi- 
dency was, well, never. 








mee SEPP SR Ss. ARSE cep Se , 2 o © 
Too FAST... 





The Defender Mission Statement 


As the editorial staff of The Defender, the student-run news- 
paper of St. Michael's College, we strive to accurately, profes- 
sionally and ethically report the news affecting the lives of stu- 
dents in the community. 

The decisions we make with regard to content and style are 
our own, and are influenced only by our goal of both informing 
and entertaining our readers. 

We believe in the freedom of expression. We encourage 
our readers to express their views at any time. 

The Defender publishes letters to the editor in response to 
articles that we have printed in the paper and issues on campus. 
The Defender does not publish anonymous letters. Letters will be 
edited only for grammar, spelling and good taste. ° 
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Online store brings Vermont music to the world 


VermontMusicShop.com promotes 
local bands using the Internet 


By Abby Sweetser 
A&E Editor 


With purple walls and pink 
and white Christmas lights for 
decorations, VermontMusic- 
Shop.com isn’t exactly what a 
person would expect as a typical 
place to buy music. 

In fact, without the walls full 
of CDs it is easy to forget that it 
is a shop. This is because 
Vermont Music Shop isn’t your 
typical CD store; it’s a business 
run entirely over the Internet. 

“We wanted to make a store 
where people can read about 
bands and download MP3s, and 
if they like what they hear, they 
can buy the CD,” Dave Donegan, 
manager of VermontMusic- 
Shop.com, said. 

The Web site, www.Verm-. 
ontMusicShop.com, contains a 
database enabling customers to 
search for music by artist, album 
or genre, and has an inventory of 


approximately 350 _ titles, 
Donegan said. 
“We sell only Vermont 


music and we are the largest 
selection of Vermont music that I 
know of,” he said. 

The project started four 
years ago as a branch off 
Burlington-based Big Heavy 
World Foundation, Inc. The site 
now operates as an entirely sepa- 
rate Web site from Big Heavy 
World, although they are linked 
and run from the same office. 

Donegan and his crew of 
interns work to keep the store in 
line with the Big Heavy World 
mission. The mission according 
to Donegan is “to promote 
Vermont music by trying to bring 
more music out to the world at 
- large.” 

That work seems to be pay- 
ing off. According to Donegan, 
the site does a modest but suc- 
cessful amount of business, sell- 
ing about 10 CDs per week. 
Secer-m oun t Mu sic 
Shop.com ships worldwide, and 
the majority of their sales are 
from out of state. 

“T would say that less than 


10 percent of our sales are in- 
state,” Donegan said. “It’s a great 
way for musicians to get the word 
out about their CDs, and I think it 
really says something about the 
scene to see how many people 
come to the site from all across 
the country.” 

Since Big eae World is a 
non-profit organization, it lacks 
funding for traditional ads in 
print magazines, but this hasn’t 
stopped it from spreading the 
word about its store. 

“The cool thing about the 
Internet is that even the little guy 
can get his voice _ heard,” 
Donegan said. It is also registered 
with major search engines as a 
way of generating Web site hits. 

According to Donegan, most 
bands connect with the store 
through e-mails. The store works 
on consignment, taking on aver- 
age five CDs to start with. From 
there the CDs are put in the 
inventory, listed on the Web site 
and the shoppers buy from there. 

“The fact that we take credit 
cards is really a nice service for 
bands that want to get their name 


out there but can’t take credit. 


cards,” Donegan said. 

CDs on the Web site sell for 
a standard rate of $14. Donegan 
said this was the standard rate 
they found for retail stores, and 
while it’s not going to make them 
a killing, it is going to help pay 
some of the bills. 

“Musicians get $8.50 per 
CD, but we are willing to work 
with anyone,” Donegan said. 
“We never turn away a CD. Our 
number one goal is to get the 
music out there, not make a huge 
profit.” 

Donegan said the money the 
Web site does make goes to sus- 
taining Big Heavy World and 
helping with the costs of running 
a store, such as paying for 
domain names, security certifi- 
cates and regular costs of opera- 
tion such as electricity. 

Jim Lockridge, executive 
director of Big Heavy World, is 
the man who came up with the 
idea of an online store. He said he 


Photos by Abby Sweetser 
Above: Dave Donegan of 
VermontMusicShop.com works 
on his online inventory of 
Vermont bands. Donegan commu- 
nicates with most bands through 
e-mail and posts their information 
in an online database. Right: Jim 
Lockridge, executive director of 
Big Heavy World, came up with 
the idea of an online database and 
works to incorporate Vermont- 
MusicShop.com with the Big 
Heavy World mission of promot- 
ing Vermont music. 


is equally pleased with the site. 

“T think that it’s smokin’,” 
Lockridge said. “The whole site 
works really well, the system is 
really professional. We’re dinky 
in size but glossy in how it 
works.” 

Lockridge also said that he 
was really happy to see the coop- 
eration between the Web site and 
the artists. 

“We don’t have the muscle 
to buy their CDs outright, so if 
bands weren’t helping us help 
them, the store wouldn’t be what 
it is now.” 

The daily running of the 
store is all done in-house at Big 
Heavy World headquarters in 
downtown Burlington. It is 
fueled by volunteers who process 
orders over a secure server and 
ship the CDs to their destinations. 

Donegan manages the store 
as a volunteer, coming in two or 
three days a week to supervise 
the interns and oversee the day- 
to-day operations of running an 


Super Bowl Sunday 


Two large pizzas 
and 60 wings 


$10 off 


**Super Bowl Sunday 


Zachary’s Pizza 
864-9817 
February 1, 2004 


100 wings $10 off 
In house, Take-Out 
or Delivery 


Only** 





online store. 
“T started here as an intern 


while going to St. Michael’s 
College, working on the Vermont 
Band Guide for the Big Heavy 
World Web site,” Donegan said. 

Now Donegan is working 
side by side with other interns to 
make the site more efficient. 
Cuyler Bryant, a sophomore 
music industry major from 
Northeastern University in 
Boston, is planning on spending 
the next six months working on 
VermontMusicShop.com. 

“My main projects are doing 
outreach to get new CDs onto the 
shelves, restocking the CDs we 
are out of, and working on a man- 
ual for standard operating proce- 
dures for how to run the shop,” 
Bryant said. 

Bryant said he chose to come 
to Big Heavy World because he 
wanted to be in the Burlington 
area, but was apprehensive of the 
work he would be doing at first. 
He was worried there wouldn’t 


Best-selling bands 


Name: Brown Trout and the 
Lunkers 

Hometown: Brownsville 
Albums: “Hard Tellin’ Not 
Knowin’,” “Songs for the 
Deer Hunter,” “Sophisti- 
cated Beyond Repair,” and 
“Untangled” 


Name: Banjo Dan 
Hometown: North Ferrisburg 
Albums: “Like a River,” 
“Some Rust ... Runs Good,” 
and “The Catamount is 
Back!” 


Name: 
Chainsaws.And.Children of 
Burlington 

Hometown: Burlington 
Album: ”.daca.” 


Check out www. Vermont- 
MusicShop.com for more 
information. 





be enough to keep him busy at a 
small place like Big Heavy 
World. 

“I have been pleasantly sur- 
prised,” Bryant said. “I’m really 
enjoying myself, there is always 
enough to keep me busy.” 

Bryant said he is impressed 
by the selection available through 
the store and now hopes he can 
help the Web site become even 
more diverse. 

“We have a large selection, 
from sing-along library songs to 
hardcore to rock, and hopefully I 
can help get the selection even 
better,” Bryant said. 

Donegan said the shop’s goal 
is to have every genre available. 

“We’re totally wide open,” 
Donegan said. “We have grinding 
hardcore to techno to hip-hop to 
alternative to folk, and it goes on 
and on. 

“We do our best every day to 
have an extensive and inclusive 
selection of CDs,” Donegan said. 
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Pete Francis enjoying life after Dispatch 


Solo artist brings band to Ross Sports Center for 
Jan. 24 show, drawing more than 200 students 


By Abby Sweetser 
A&E Editor 


“It’s great to be back, every- 
body,” Pete Francis announced 
after taking the stage in Ross 
Sports Center on Saturday, Jan. 
24. The concert was his first at St. 
Michael’s since playing here with 
Dispatch in 2001. 

Despite starting 45 minutes 
late due to lighting problems, 
more than 200-students stayed to 
hear Francis. Many students 
crowded the stage for a better 
look. 

“T think the show went really 
good,” Francis said. “I’m pretty 
critical of gigs, but the crowd 
was part of the show from the 
first song.” 

Greg Tobey, first year class 
president and concert organizer, 
was also pleased with the concert 
once it started. Tobey said he 
became worried when people 
stood up to leave, but the lights 
were soon fixed and most people 
stayed. 

“It was (a) disaster averted, 
although the show would have 
gone on with the lights still on, 
but it worked out. It exceeded my 
expectations,” Tobey said. “I was 
impressed with the music, and I 
was impressed with the fans.” 

Francis and his band, con- 
sisting of drummer Tony Mason 


and bassist Jesse Graham, played” 


songs from Francis’ albums,.“‘So 
They Say” and “Untold”, as well 
as songs from his new CD, 
“Good to Finally Know,” which 





will be out in early March. 

Francis said the band chose 
to start with “Carry You,” a song 
off his first album, to help set the 
mood. At one point the band left 
Francis with his acoustic guitar 
for three truly solo songs. The 
band then went on to play new 
songs, such as “Ride a Tear” and 
“Town on Top of Town.” 

Francis said he was hoping 
for good sales on his new album, 
but he would rather get the music 
out to fans than make money. 

“IT would rather more people 
came to shows,” Francis said. “I 
don’t care if they burn the CD, I 


_just_want them to have the _ 


music.” 
Francis said there were no 
hard feelings on leaving Dispatch 
and heading out on his own. 
“No one really left,” Francis 


Photos by Josh Cooper 
Above: Students crowd the stage for a better view of Pete Francis and 
his band at Ross Sports Center on Jan. 24. Right: Francis, former 
singer and guitarist for Dispatch, belts out new songs from his. upcom- 
ing album, “‘Good to Finally Know,” due out in March. 


said. “The band just broke up on 
its own. It had run its course, it 
just came to an end naturally.” 

On stage, Francis announced 
that Dispatch would be getting 
together for a show at the end of 
July in Boston. 

St. Michael’s senior Dan 
Langevin had seen Dispatch 
before, but he said he also was 
enjoying the different sounds of 
Francis on his own. 

“T liked it; he was doing his 
own stuff,” Langevin said. “TI like 
them both (Dispatch and Francis) 
for what they are.” 

Francis’ solo career has 


_allowed him to improvise more 
and “stay within a particular 


vision,” he said, although he does 
collaborate with Mason and 
Graham in shaping the sound and 
musical styles. 


Tim Burton takes on romance 
genre in new film “Big Fish” 


By Abby Sweetser 
A&E Editor 


The first promo shot I saw 
for “Big Fish” was of Ewan 
McGregor washing a gigantic 
naked man with a broom. I was- 
n’t terribly excited, but as a per- 
son who usually enjoys Tim 
Burton films, I still eagerly 
awaited the film’s debut. 

Opening night at Essex 
Outlet Cinema was packed, and I 
knew I wasn’t the only one curi- 
ous to see how Burton would 
tackle this story of tall tales. 

As I left the theater, I could 
sum up all of Burton’s work in 
this film in one word: beautiful. 

This movie is not typical for 
Burton. Instead, it is an intricate- 
ly woven love story told through 
the tall tales and mythical jour- 
neys of a young Edward Bloom, 
played by McGregor. Bloom is a 
Southern legend in his own life- 
time: basketball star, circus 
worker, traveling salesman, war 


hero. It seems he has done it all —‘ 


he is truly a big fish. 
But now Bloom is dying and 





“Big Fish” 

Director: Tim Burton 
Screenplay: John August 
Starring: Ewan McGregor, Albert 
Finney and Alison Lohman 
Rating: 9 out of 10 


all he can leave his son, William, 
are half truths and complete lies. 
As William tries to piece 
together who his father really is 
and isn’t, the audience gets to 
ride along through all his fantas- 
tical journeys. The story has 
every aspect a good fairy tale 
should: it’s circus masters, giants, 
conjoined twins, witches, fields 
of flowers, nymphs, big fish and, 
of course, a beautiful woman. 
The all-star ensemble — 
including Alison Lohman of 
“White Oleander” fame, Steve 
Buscemi, and real-life giant 
Matthew McGrory (7’6”) — give 
this movie its spark by bringing 
the characters not only to life, but 


into the viewers’ hearts. So many 
times throughout the movie I felt 
the happiness, pride and eventual 
sorrow of the characters inside 
myself. I was alternating between 
laughing, crying, and simply 
being in awe. 

With this movie Burton has 
done something truly unique. He 
created a film everyone can 
understand and enjoy. 

But don’t think that’ this 
movie is lacking in the trademark 
Burton feel; it simply takes a 
closer look to pick up on it. In 
every tree there are Burtonesque 
curls; in the witch’s ivy-covered 
home and the giant’s suitcase 
shoes, Burton is everywhere in 
this movie when you look for 
him. 

The only thing I found dis- 
turbing about this movie is how 
McGregor gives up his signature 
Scottish accent in exchange for a 
slightly awkward Southern one. 
But I still can’t think of any actor 
who could have portrayed the 
highly ambitious, magnetically 
charming and attractive young 
Bloom better. 


When asked what inspired 
his songs, Francis simply replied, 
“beautiful women,” although he 
later added, “I think it depends; 
any situation in life can inspire a 
song.” One of his more popular 
crowd-pleasers, “Burning the 
River,” was inspired by the time 
Francis spent in Ireland. 

Arthur Arm Miller, the St. 
Michael’s first-year who helped 
bring Francis to the college 


through personal connections, — 


said that while he enjoyed the 
show, he “wished (Francis) had 
more time to play so he could 
work the crowd more. He really 
knows how to work the crowd.” 
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While on stage, Francis 
played to the crowd, interacting 
with students around the stage, 
even accepting a marriage pro- 
posal and doing a hand stand. 
When asked if this was part of his 
usual routine, Francis said, “Not 
usually; it depends how I’m feel- 
ing. It was fun tonight.” 

Returning to Burlington was 
almost a homecoming for 
Francis. He attended nearby 
Middlebury College and majored 
in English. 

“I like Burlington,” Francis 
said. “It’s a beautiful place. We’d 
come back every other night if 
we could.” ; 
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BURLINGTON, VERMONT 
191 Bank Street + 865-0900 
11-8 M-F, 9:30-6 Sat, 12-6 Sun 


SHELBURNE, VERMONT 
2438 Shelburne Rd - 985-5055 


10-6 M.T& F; 10-8 W & TH; 9:30-6 Sat; 12-6 Sun 


UPCOMING EVENTS AT OUR SHELBURNE RD. STORE 
CLIMBING CLASSES, please preregister. 


1/29 —CLIMB FOR THE CAUSE, Slide 
show fundraiser for Breast Cancer, 7pm. 


2/19 — WOMEN'S TELEMARK SLIDE SHOW, 
Featuring Heather Paul, 7:30pm. 


Thursday nights - Gpm, FREE! 
¢ Sunday Women’s Class - Noon, FREE! 
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© | 730:PM. >, 


“St. Edmunds Hall 
Farrell Room 


Sponsored by: 
Gospel of Life, > 


f SALLY A. WINN 


Vice President 
i Feminists for Life of America 


FEMINISTS FOR LIFE 
3 OF AMERICA 


Refuse to Choose® « Women Deserve Better® 


feministsforlife.org 
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CALENDAR 





29 


Thursday 


Lake Trout. Come listen to the 
band Lake Trout with HiM and 
Mice Parade at Higher Ground. 
Doors open at 8 p.m. Tickets are 
$10 in advance and $12 the day 
of the show. All ages welcome. 


Judaism Lecture. Alan F. 
Segal, a professor at Columbia 
University, will hold a lecture on 
“From Here to Eternity: The 
Afterlife in Judaism.” The lec- 
ture begins at 4 p.m. in the 
Hoehl Welcome Center. 


Jazz Festival. Come enjoy the 
Newport Jazz Festival’s 50th 
Anniversary Tour at the Flynn 
Center for the Performing Arts. 
Tickets are $34, $27 and $19. 
Children and students save $4 
off top two prices. Showtime is 
7:30 p.m. 


Ladies Night. Ladies join DJ 
Robbie J. every Thursday at 
Millennium Nightclub. Doors 
open at 10 p.m. No cover 
charge. 21+ 


Rock On! 135 Pearl rocks the 
house every Thursday with 
Queen City Rock with Chia and 
Elliot. Doors open at 10 p.m. 
No cover charge 


riday 
Melissa Ferrick. Melissa 
Ferrick and Anne Heaton will be 
coming to Higher Ground. 
Doors open at 8 p.m. Tickets are 


$13 in advance and $15 the day 
of the show. 


Flava. DJ Robbie J. and DJ 
Toxic hand-spin hip-hop, R&B, 
house and techno every Friday 
night at Millennium Nightclub. 
Doors open at 9 p.m. 

$3 cover charge. 21+ 


Blast! Chia and Elliot of 135 


here did the time go? 
¥, It seems like only: yes- 
terday I was graduat- 


ing from 
high school 
and awaiting 
my freshman 
year of col- 
lege. And 
now, four 
years later, 
I'm writing a 
column in 


THE 
CALL 






the school =. 
paper during G. M. 
my — senior Faretra 
year. 


Where did the time go? It 
wasn’t long ago that I attended a 
St. Michael’s Star Day where I 
met my first roommate and sever- 


Pearl will be having an ’80s trib- 
ute night. $5 cover charge at the 
door. Doors open at 10 p.m. 


31 
Saturday 


Yellowcard. 99.9 The Buzz and 
Sam Adams welcome 
Yellowcard with The Format and 
Class Clown to Higher Ground. 
Tickets are $9.99 in advance and 
$12 the day of the show. All 
ages welcome. 


Annual Game Supper. Essex 
Jct. Knights of Columbus will 
hold its Annual Game Supper at 
the Holy Family Parish Hall on 
Route 2A, Essex Jct. Supper is 
from 5-6:15 p.m and 6:15-7:15 
p.m. Adults are $15 and children 
under 12 are $6. For tickets or 


It seems 


al of the freshman hockey 
recruits. We sat in McCarthy 
talking about how fun college life 
would be and how much fun it 
would be to play college hockey. 
Now, I sit here four years later 
thinking not only are none of 
those guys on the hockey team 
anymore, but I rarely see them. 
Where did the time go? I 
used to imagine how much differ- 
ent I would be once I graduated 
college. How much bigger, 
smarter and wiser I would be. But 
not much has changed. I don’t 
weigh much more than I did in 
high school; I’m smarter, yes, but 
I don’t know everything (like I 
thought I would); and I still make 
mistakes. College hasn’t made 
me the “perfect” person that I 





Photo courtesy of the Flynn Center for the Performing Arts 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” a reinvention of William Shakespeare’s “Taming of the Shrew,” will come to The Flynn 
Center for the Performing Arts on Jan. 31 at 8 p.m. The play will appear on the Flynn Center Mainstage in 
Burlington with tickets from $28-$48. Children and students save $4 off top two ticket prices. 


reservations call 878-8423 or 
878-8314. 


Spin Cycle. Hip-hop/house 
party with DJ Toxic and DJ 
Robbie J. every Saturday night 
at Millennium Nightclub. Doors 
open at 9 p.m. $3 cover charge. 
21+ 


Sunday 

Rare Books Exhibit. St. 
Michael’s presents Archival 
Treasures — Incunabula and Rare 
Books Exhibit in the Durick 
Library. The exhibit will feature 
recently uncovered books writ- 


ten prior to the 1500s. The 
exhibit is open to all. 


COLUMNS 


thought it would, but it has had a 
major role in how I am going to 
live my life hereafter. 

Where did the time go? I had 
so many aspirations for myself 
before college. I wanted to play 
hockey, which I’ve done, but I 
also wanted to engage in more 
school-related clubs or activities 
that would give me a wider range 
of interests and knowledge. This 
is something I didn’t do, and I 
really don’t know why. I could 
blame hockey for taking up all 
my time, but that wouldn’t be 
true. The truth of the matter is 
that I was lazy. It was easier to 
take a nap, play some PS2 or 
watch television instead of doing 
something more enlightening. 

Where did the time go? 


Zz 
Monday 


Robert Whitaker. As a part of 
the 100th anniversary of St. 
Michael’s, the college will 
present Robert Whitaker, an | 
award-winning journalist, in the 
McCarthy Arts Center. The 
lecture is free and open to the 
public. Lecture begins at 7 p.m. 


2 
Tuesday 


Centennial Celebration. 
Opening reception for Canadian 
Diversity Book Discussion 
Program and opening of 
Canadian artwork exhibit. 


McCarthy Arts Center. Doors 


like only yesterday... 


Things have gone by so fast that I 
wish I could have some of the 
time back. I have made a ton of 
friends that I will keep in touch 
with forever, but I don’t know 
everyone. This is a small school, 
and it isn’t often that I see a new 
face on campus. And with this 
being such a small school, I have 
no excuse for not meeting every- 
one at one point, which brings me 
back to the activities thing that 
kept me from meeting a wider 
variety of people. 

Where did the time go? On a 
positive note, I’m almost done 
with college. It hasn’t been a 
short trip by any means. It all 
started a little less than 20 years 
ago in kindergarten and hasn’t 
stopped since. When I finished 


will open at 7 p.m. 


Faculty Seminar. Geography 
Prof. Richard Kujawa will be 
lecturing on “The Evolution and 
Implications of Global Regimes 
for the Governance of 
Freshwater.” The lecture is held 
at noon in the St. Edmund’s Hall 
Farrell Room. 


Liquid Lounge. Come join the 
135 Pearl crew every Tuesday 
for drinks and music. Doors 
open at 10 p.m. No cover 
charge. 


4 
Wednesday 


Groove Components. Come 
and listen to The Groove 
Components with The Flo at 
Higher Ground. Tickets $6 at the 
door. Doors open at 8 p.m. 


Masterclass. Step up and join 
Masterclass with Mark Morris 
Dance Group at The Flynn 
Center for the Performing Arts. 
This is an intermediate/advanced 
modern dance masterclass that 
explores moving combos, center 
exercises and much more. 
Tickets are $15. There is a 16- 
person limit to the class. Class 
begins at 7 p.m. 


Bud Night. Top 40 Dance Party 
with DJ Robbie J. every 
Wednesday night at Club 
Millennium. Doors open 10 p.m. 
No cover charge. 21+ 


Karaoke. Show off your 

musical talent every Wednesday 
night for Top Hat Karaoke at 
135 Pearl. Doors open at 9 p.m. 
No cover charge. 


The Defender welcomes any 
notice of upcoming events. 
E-mail us at 

defender@ smcyt.edu 


eighth grade, there were four 
years of high school, then a post- 
graduate year after that. Now, 
after four years of college, I will 
finally be out of school. No more 
school, that’s quite a thought. If 
my mother had told me in eighth 
grade that I had nine more years 
of school, I don’t think this col- 
umn would have ever been writ- 
ten. 


Contact G. M. Faretra at 
gfaretra@ smcvt.edu 
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College radio: 
Something for 
everyone 


omehow, growing up, I 
S knew I would someday be 
working in college radio. 

My father likes to reminisce 
about his days at St. Michael’s 
(as I am sure I will do once I 
graduate), and WWPV is one of 
his favorite topics. He still brags 
about being one of the first peo- 
ple here to play The Grateful 
Dead on air. While my musical 
tastes may not run in the same 
direction (to put it mildly), I now 
understand the feeling he was 
trying to describe. 

Being on the radio is power- 
ful. It’s a community service, 
providing the citizens of the area 
with an alternative to the corpo- 
rate waves invading our airspace. 
I'm not 
demonizing 
radio __sta- 
tions whose 
purpose is to 
turn profit; 
it’s not about 
who is bet- 
ter. All radio 
stations, 

from unli- 
censed 
underground 
broadcasters 
to the 
megawatt moneymakers 
service America’s biggest cities, 
are on equal ground. But there’s 
something liberating about being 
“the one making the choice about 
what gets played and, ultimately, 
heard. 

It’s unfortunate that the 
music industry has taken such a 
negative turn in the past few 
years. Compact disc prices are up 
and sales are down in a big way, 
and music pirating is running 

' rampant. New devices and devel- 
opments have become available 
and are designed to personalize 
the experience of listening to 
music. 

With so much controversy 
over the newest developments in 
technology and the possibilities 
they allow, the radio seems prim- 
itive by comparison. It’s scratchy 
and full of static, a lot like old 
vinyl played on turntables. And 
the Vermont landscape makes 
reception absolutely horrible. 

However, radio does have its 
merits. It’s simple, inexpensive, 


efile 





Cherise 
LaPine 


that - 


a 


There’s something 
liberating about 
being the one 
making the choice 
about what gets 
played and, ulti- 
mately, heard. 


and offers something for every- 
one. Often overlooked are radio 
talk shows, which can be inform- 
ative and entertaining, a pleasant 
change of pace. People can get 
news, a diverse blend of music, 
and the static offers a little extra 
personality. 
College radio provides the 
benefit of the music becoming a 
community experience. Much 


‘Jike the way families came 


together to listen to the radio 
decades ago, people congregate 
and collaborate to provide inno- 


_vative programming for their 


audience. . 
There is nothing like sharing 


your favorite songs with some- 


one else in the hopes that perhaps 
that person will discover some- 
thing new that they enjoy. Or 
maybe it’s a favorite of theirs, as 
well, and will put a smile on their 
face. It’s exciting to speak into 
the microphone knowing that 
people are listening to what you 
say. Getting phone calls with 
requests, questions, or compli- 
ments is gratifying. Even the 
long, lonely late-night hours have 
a payoff, even if no one is tuned 
in at the moment. How can lis- 
tening to good music be consid- 
ered a waste of time? _ 

Someday, probably sooner 
rather than later, I too will look 
back on my college radio days 
with fondness. Maybe for old 
times’ sake I'll turn off the CD 
player and tune into the nearest 
college’s frequency. It’s always 
worth a listen. 

Maybe my father influenced 
my music tastes more than either 
of us ever realized. 


Contact Cherise LaPine at 
clapine@ smcvt.edu 


Do you like to write? 
Do you have an opinion that you want recal? 


E-mail The Defender or Columns Editor G. M. Faretra at 


defender@smcvt.edu or gfaretra@smevt.edu. 
You can also call The Defender at Ext. 2421 
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Senior gift options 
leave much to be desired 


really cared about getting 

involved in student govern- 
ment here at St. Mike’s. I never 
tried to run for anything in the 
Student Association. Every time I 
got a mass e-mail asking students 
to join some committee or anoth- 
er, I never bothered to read it. I 
just hit the delete key and moved 
on. This year is an election year. 
The politicians have already 
started telling the American peo- 
ple how much each vote matters. 
And it does, because if you don’t 
vote, someone else will, and you 
might not like what he or she 
chooses, and it will be no one’s 
fault but your own since you did- 
n’t vote or get involved to try and 
change things. And there are 
some in the senior class, myself 
included, who are learning this 
lesson all too well. 

Some time ago, all’ seniors 
were sent an e-mail asking for 
volunteers to join a committee to 
select our class gift. Like all the 
others, I deleted it. I now regret 
this choice. The committee of 
seniors debated all the possibili- 
ties of things that our class could 
give as gifts and narrowed it 
down to three choices. It is now 
up to the senior class to pick one 
of them. 

The first choice is a flag 
pole. I suppose the committee felt 
that the general abundance of 
flags on flag poles in the area of 


Bush 


n November, George W. 
[e« once again, will be 

elected president of the 
United States. By no means is 
this a bold statement, just a true 
one. Bush will win thanks to the 
misconceptions of an ignorant 
American public. As a liberal stu- 
dent at St. Michael’s College, I 
don’t think I’m the only person 
who gets chills picturing his vic- 
tory speech. A manic crowd wav- 
ing “Bush-Cheney 2004” signs, 
Dubya making his trademark 
facial expressions, and Dick 
Cheney giving his pacemaker a 
boost with a fist to the chest, rem- 
iniscent of Chris Farley on 
“Saturday Night Live.” I wonder 
if Cheney is a fan of Da Bulls and 
Ditka, but I digress. 

The fact of the matter is 
George W. Bush has done noth- 
ing to bring this country forward. 
Enormous tax cuts for the rich 
are helping to further widen the 
distribution of wealth. The inter- 
esting thing is that people believe 
him when he says that his cuts are 
helping the regular people of 
America and how they are 
responsible for the recovering 
economy. All the American peo- 
ple are responsible for is allow- 
ing Cheney’s old partners to 
build another mansion — oh, wait, 
I think the multibillion-dollar 


construction contracts in Iraq 
Le o190°N 1 


I: be honest here. I never 


ish OcIl¢ 






main campus CEE 
necessitated CYNICS 
that more be ANONYMOUS 
ard.deNd-. 

Obviously 


the flag pole 
by the main 
entrance, the 
one on Doc 
Jacobs Field, 
and the flag 
at Camp 
Johnson that 
is illuminated nightly by a giant 
spotlight and is visible from 
many parts of campus just 
weren’t cutting the job and that 
still more flag poles were needed. 

Our second choice is one of 
the blue light emergency boxes. 
Nothing says “remember the 
class of 2004” quite like a box 
with a light. The box will most 
likely be torn down and replaced 
in a few years. This year, St. 
Mike’s is in the process of cele- 
brating 100 years as a college, 
and when presented with an 
Opportunity to increase the 
grandeur of the college during 
such a time, we opt for an emer- 
gency box? Buying a garden 
gnome for vanderHeyden’s front 
yard is just about as meaningful 
as that. The college is going to 
buy the emergency boxes regard- 
less of whether the senior class 
pays for one or not, so why not 
come up with a gift a bit more 
symbolic, or at least a little more 


Edward 
DiFiglia 


aesthetically pleasing? 

Our last gift choice was a 
one-time scholarship. Now, out 
of the three options, I feel like 
this is at.least the most beneficial 
to the community, but I have 
some concerns about this gift. 
First off, how do we pick who 
gets this scholarship? Are we 
going to sit down as a class and 
review every candidate? Is there 
criteria for who gets this scholar- 
ship, or are we just giving it out - 
to whomever for whatever rea- 
son? But really what troubles me 
is that this is a class gift. One per- 
son gets this scholarship, goes 
through their time here, and that’s 
the end of that. The gift has 
expired and there is no long-term 
physical memory of us left here. 

I want a gift so that when St. 
Mike’s is celebrating its bicen- 
tennial, people can look at it and 
say, “Yeah, that class of 2004 was 
really something else.” 

Sadly, I fear that our present 


choices for class gift lack quali- 


ties that would conjure that kind 
of response. There are other sen- 
iors who are as unhappy with our 
choices as I am, but since we did- 
n’t bother to voice our opinions, 
we have no one to blame but our- 
selves for our disappointment. 


Contact Edward DiFiglia at 
edifiglia@ smcvt.edu 


04: Just Say No 





may have 
helped with 
those man- 
sions, as well. 

I read an 
article about a 
month ago, on 
ESPN.com of 
all _ places, 
Wah: iw caih 
summed up 
my opinion of 
the “War on 
Terror” per- 
fectly. The good doctor, Hunter 
S. Thompson, an ESPN colum- 
nist, described a short conversa- 
tion that he had with an 
American troop recently returned 
from overseas. The conversation 
consisted of Thompson asking a 
troop if he was coming back from 
Iraq and the troop responding by 
saying, “Afghanistan, shipping 
out to Iraq next month.” 
Thompson likened this, extreme- 
ly accurately, to a dialogue found 
in a Rudyard Kipling novel. 
Kipling’s -stories of imperial 
Great Britain now apply to 
Emperor Dubya, and that is a 
scary thought. My history is not 
great here, but I’m pretty sure the 
British Empire overextended 
itself and went,down hard. When 
will we as a people say, “Enough 
is enough,” and end Bush’s 
dream to make the world his per- 


COLUMNIST 





Gregory 
Monahan 


cahsg- 3 


74 


sonal playground? 

I don’t think George W. 
Bush is an evil man, I think he 
does what he does out of a desire 
to make the world and America a 
better place. Unfortunately, his 
priorities have gone astray; his 
advisers have their own agendas, 
and he is just not a very bright 
individual. I mean, the man 
couldn’t get more than 30 sec- 
onds through the State of the 
Union address without stumbling 
over the words. Not that I blame 
him, there were some big words 
in there. 

Sadly, I write this column in - 
an environment that already 
believes what I believe. The 
power to vote is a power that can- 
not be overestimated. Voter 
turnout for our age bracket was a 
measly 36 percent in the 2000 
presidential election, according 
to the 2002 Census. Get an 
absentee ballot; it’s not hard, and 
use your vote in November. Not 
doing so is an insult to the mil- 
lions of people around the world 
who have no control over their 
own lives and would give all they 
have for the power Americans 
take for granted. Hopefully we 
can make my prediction wrong. 


Contact Gregory Monahan at | 
gmonahan@smcvt.edu 
pax Tittpiesieecnye-* oe 


The Defender ¢ Wednesday, January 28, 2004 * Issue Number 1 








For up-to-date scores, 
call the SMC sports hotline 
at (802) 654-2SMC 


Men’s Basketball 
(4-14, 1-13 NE-10) 
1/22 
Le Moyne 68, SMC 53 
1/24 
Bryant 77, SMC 63 
1/28 


vs. Assumption, 7:30 p.m. 


1/31 
at AIC, 3:30 p.m. 


Women’s Basketball 
(6-11, 3-11 NE-10) 


41/22 
SMC 65, Le Moyne 54 
1/24 
Bryant 96, SMC 48 
1/28 
vs. Assumption, 5:30 p.m. 


1/31 
at AIC, 1:30 p.m. 


Men’s Ice Hockey 
(6-9-0, 4-7-0 ECAC 
East, 1-0-0 NE-10) 


1/23 
SMC 4, Wesleyan 1 
1/24 
Trinity 8, SMC 3 


4/27 

vs. Stonehill, 7 p.m. 
1/31 

vs. Skidmore, 3 p.m. 


Women’s Ice Hockey 
(0-15-1, 0-10-0 ECAC 
East) 


1/24 
Holy Cross 6, SMC 1 
1/25 
Holy Cross 5, SMC 1 
1/30 
at MIT, 7 p.m. 
1/31 
at MIT, 3 p.m. 


Skiing 


1/23-24 
9th of 14 at Colby Carnival 
1/30-31 
at St. Lawrence Carnival 
2/6-7 
at UVM Carnival 
2/13-14 
at Dartmouth Carnival 


Swimming & Diving 


1/18 
Keene St. 150, SMC M 77 
Keene St. 138, SMC W 99 
1/24 
SMC M 98, Potsdam 97 
SMC W 141, Potsdam 84 
2/3 


vs. Norwich, 4 p.m. 


at Middlebury Invitational, 
1 p.m. 








SPORTS 





Photo by Josh Cooper 


Senior captain Delbert Randall (34) rejects a Le Moyne player’s shot on 
Jan. 22 while junior Kyle Dietrich awaits the loose ball. 


Weekly Highlights 


Men’s Basketball lost 68-53 to 
Le Moyne on Jan. 22. Senior 
captain Ben Smith led SMC with 
16 points. Senior captain Delbert 
Randall added 11 to go along 
with five blocks in his 100th 
career collegiate game. First- 
year Chris Cayole also reached 
double figures with 14 points. 
The team dropped a 77-63 deci- 
sion to Bryant on Jan. 24. 
Randall led SMC with 21 points. 
Smith scored 11, while sopho- 
more BJ Robertson and first-year 
Ryan Maloney added 10 apiece. 


Women’s Basketball defeated 
Le Moyne, 65-54, on Jan. 22 to 
end a six-game losing streak. 
Senior captain Erica Kensey led 


the, way with 22 points, 10 | 


rebounds and seven steals. First- 
years Jevy and Dani Rayner 
scored 13 points apiece and com- 
bined for 13 rebounds and seven 
assists. The team lost 96-48 at 
Bryant on Jan. 24. Jevy Rayner 
led SMC with 10 points and 11 
rebounds. For her efforts, Jevy 
Rayner was named the 
Northeast-10 Conference Fresh- 
man of the Week. 


Men’s Hockey beat Wesleyan, 
4-1, on Jan. 23 and lost to 
Trinity, 8-3, Jan. 24. First-year 
goaltender Derek Jackson made 
31 saves against Wesléyan for 
his third consecutive win, and 
put up 44 as the streak ended 
against Trinity. Senior captain 
Justin Quenneville moved into 
seventh place on the all-time 
SMC points list with a goal in 
the first period against Wesleyan. 
Quenneville’s goal was one of 
three he scored in the two games 
combined, a feat duplicated by 
first-year Jared Silver. 


Women’s Hockey lost 6-1 to 
Holy Cross on Jan. 24, 
Sophomore Annice Mason 
stopped 46 shots. Sophomore 
Michelle Miaskiewicz scored for 
SMC, with assists from first-year 
Melissa Gagne and junior Meg 
Lyons. The team dropped a 5-1 
decision to Holy Cross on Jan. 
25. Junior goaltender Marcy 
Ring had 62 saves in net for 
SMC. Lyons scored the team’s 
goal on a power play in the first 
period, with Miaskiewicz and 
Gagne each getting an assist on 
the play. 


Skiing placed ninth out of 11 
teams with 193 points at the 
Colby Carnival on Jan. 23-24. 
First-year Tina Nardi finished 
34th in the giant slalom, while 
first-year Randall Bloom came in 
19th in the slalom. Sophomore 
Lionel Welch was the top Nordic 
skier, coming in 33rd in the 
men’s 15K race. Senior Mike 


Payne finished 50th, with first- 


year Dan Tumenas and sopho- 
more DJ Wassick in 5lst and 
53rd, respectively. © 


Swimming won against Potsdam 
in both the men’s and women’s 
dual meets on Jan. 24. Junior 
Katie Mazurek won the 50- and 
100-yard freestyles. First-years 
Meghan Carroll and Laura 
Mann, junior Kris Baran, and 
senior Liz O’Hara all added first- 
place finishes. Mann was named 
the NE-10 Swimming Freshman 
of the Week. On the men’s side, 
sophomore Chris Cochran won 
the 1000-yard freestyle. First- 
year Allan Smith and seniors 
Adam Forrest and Logan St. 
Peter all won in their respective 
individual events. 








Stu Hedstrom 


Pats bound for Houston 


New England will take on Carolina in the Super Bowl 


The AFC and NFC confer- 
ence championships are long 
over and the pre-Super Bowl 
hype is increasing by the day. I 
feel like a little kid counting 
down the days before Christmas 
as I eagerly anticipate Sunday, 
Feb. 1. 

Super Bowl XXXVIII will 
feature the New England Patriots 
against the Carolina Panthers. 
The majority of the early game 
predictions have the Patriots win- 
ning in a close, low-scoring con- 
test. I feel the Patriots can cer- 
tainly win the game if the team is 
able to play to its potential, as it 
has for most of the past three and 
a half months. But the Patriots 
should keep in mind the situation 
they faced two years ago when 
few football experts gave them a 
chance against the explosive 
offense of the St. Louis Rams. 

The Patriots enter this year’s 
game riding a 14-game winning 
streak dating back to October, 
while the Panthers have won 
their last six. The team can get 
No. 15 if the offense plays mis- 
take-free football, the defense 
executes Head Coach Bill 


| Belichick’s defensive schemes to 


perfection, and the special teams 
win the battle for field position. 

Looking in closer, the 
Patriots’ offense is built around 
quarterback Tom Brady and the 
short passing game. Brady 
spreads the ball out to a number 
of different receivers, giving 
opposing teams difficulty focus- 
ing on one player. Panthers cor- 
nerback Ricky Manning Jr. had 
three interceptions against the 
Philadelphia Eagles in the NFC 
Championship, but he will have 
difficulty duplicating this feat 
because he is not as likely to see 
as many passes thrown his way. 

Running back Antowain 
Smith had 100 yards against the 
Indianapolis Colts in the AFC 
Championship, and putting up a 
similar effort would certainly go 
a long way in enabling the 
Patriots to be successful in the 
Super Bowl. The running game 
will be difficult to get going 
against the Panthers’ front four, 
arguably the best in football. As 
a result I can not see Smith 
breaking the century mark again 
on Sunday. 

In addition to opening holes 
against a tough defense, the 
offensive line of the Patriots will 
have to be concerned with giving 
Brady ample time to complete his 
throws. The group prevented the 
Colts from getting a sack, but its 
job will be more difficult against 
Panthers linemen Mike Rucker, 
Julius Peppers, = Brentson 
Buckner and Kris Jenkins, who 
combined for 24.5 sacks during 
the regular season. 


Stephen Davis and DeShaun 
Foster make up the Panthers’ 
two-headed running attack, and 
the Patriots’ defense will have its 
work cut out when it faces these 
two. Davis, who was nursing a 
quadriceps injury, ran for 76 
yards against the Eagles and: 
Foster added 60, including one 
touchdown run highlighted by 
five broken tackles. 

Panthers quarterback Jake 
Delhomme has drawn compar- 
isons to Brady in the fact that he 
wins without putting up big stats 
and rarely makes mistakes. In the 
NFC Championship, he only 
threw for 101 yards on nine com- 
pletions, but more importantly he 
did not turn the ball over. 
Belichick will have ample time to 
devise a game plan to confuse 
Delhomme and. disrupt speedy 
Panther wideouts Steve Smith 
and Muhsin Muhammad. 

The Patriots and Panthers 
each have different special teams 
strengths. The Panthers feature 
Pro Bowl punter Todd Sauerbrun 
and his 44.6-yard average, while 
the Patriots’ Ken Walter has had 
a much more dismal season, even 
getting released late in the year 
before being re-signed a week 
later. Panther place-kicker John 
Kasay missed a potential game- 
winner against the Rams in the 


‘divisional round. The Patriots 


counter with “Mr. Clutch” Adam 
Vinatieri, who clinched the Super 
Bowl two years ago with his 48- 
yard kick as time expired. As an 
interesting side note, the Panthers 
blocked two Tampa _ Bay 
Buccaneers field goals in an 
early-season matchup that would 
have won the game for the 
Buccaneers. 

The edge in Super Bowl 
experience, including handling 
all the distractions that accompa- 
ny the game, goes to the Patriots, 
as more than half of their active 
roster played in Super Bowl 
XXXVI. The Panthers have two 
players with Super Bowl rings, 
including former Rams wide 
receiver Ricky Proehl and ex- 
Patriots tight end Jermaine 
Wiggins. ; 

I predict that the Patriots will 
win the Super Bowl, 23-13. Tom 
Brady will earn his second Super 
Bowl MVP award in three years 
by throwing for two touchdowns 
and more than 200 yards. - 
Vinatieri adds three field goals to. 
round out the scoring. 


